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There are wars and insurrections …. Iraq, North Korea, Chechnaya, India 

/ Pakistan, Bosnia, Sri Lanka, to say nothing of the horrors in Ruwanda and 

Somalia.  Nation has risen against nation as is currently evidenced by the 

conflicts in Iraq and the Ivory Coast. There have been great earthquakes, most 

recently in Japan. In various places there are famines and plagues …. Atypical 

pneumonia, Sars, Aids, Bird Flu, starvation in Africa and North Korea. There are 

dreadful portents and great signs from heaven …. the worst hurricane season in 

memory, an unusual number of cyclones and tornadoes, a gaping hole in the 

ozone layer, the melting of the polar ice cap, drought in Africa, India, Sri Lanka 

and Australia. Christians in the Middle East, China, India, Indonesia, Vietnam, 

and Sri Lanka are being persecuted and some have been imprisoned, even 

killed. Indeed, In the 20th century more Christians died for their faith than in all the 

centuries back to Christ put together. 
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